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Teacher’s sheet

Lessons 7 - 9
Part one: Reading
White Collar Crime

Researchers say that despite all the stories about white collar crime we see in the newspapers and on TV, many criminals involved in such activity go unpunished. One of the major reasons for this is that it is often very hard to detect theft or fraud because these criminals are so intelligent and well-educated. They know exactly how to use computer records and false paperwork to cover up their illegal activities.

A second problem is that some companies avoid investigating suspected illegal activities until they absolutely have to. Discovering such activities within a company makes the company look bad. The senior officials are made to look foolish. Such disclosures can also affect the company's image in the marketplace and cause the company to lose money. So it often seems to make more sense for the company to keep quiet about minor theft here and there unless it starts really affecting the bottom line.

A third problem is that white collar criminals can usually afford high-priced defense attorneys. This means that the corporation involved also has to hire a very expensive legal team. As the investigation and trial go on, both sides can end up spending millions of dollars to prove their case. In the end, a company can end up losing more money to legal fees than it would have lost by ignoring the illegal activity. Although it doesn't make moral sense to ignore criminal behavior, it sometimes makes financial sense to do so.

Part two: Vocabulary

1. Have you heard of any famous criminals who got away with their crimes?

2. What’s your definition of a true friend?
3. What are you good at? 
4. Are you a savvy saver?
5. What are you tired of doing?

Part Three: Grammar

6. Do you know anyone who has moved far away from his or her family to make more money? Do you think you could do it? What would be the hardest part?
7.  What is the most common crime in your city?
8.  If you could adopt a new family member (grandparent, sister, cousin, etc.), which would you choose? Why?

9.  Do you think that people who are not related by blood or marriage can be 
10. If you have the opportunity to work in another country, where would you like to go? Why?  
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Lessons 7 - 9
Reading
White Collar Crime

Researchers say that despite all the stories about white collar crime we see in the newspapers and on TV, many criminals involved in such activity go unpunished. One of the major reasons for this is that it is often very hard to detect theft or fraud because these criminals are so intelligent and well-educated. They know exactly how to use computer records and false paperwork to cover up their illegal activities.

A second problem is that some companies avoid investigating suspected illegal activities until they absolutely have to. Discovering such activities within a company makes the company look bad. The senior officials are made to look foolish. Such disclosures can also affect the company's image in the marketplace and cause the company to lose money. So it often seems to make more sense for the company to keep quiet about minor theft here and there unless it starts really affecting the bottom line.

A third problem is that white collar criminals can usually afford high-priced defense attorneys. This means that the corporation involved also has to hire a very expensive legal team. As the investigation and trial go on, both sides can end up spending millions of dollars to prove their case. In the end, a company can end up losing more money to legal fees than it would have lost by ignoring the illegal activity. Although it doesn't make moral sense to ignore criminal behavior, it sometimes makes financial sense to do so.

